UNIME in the LIL-ECHOES network, a €3.5 million European project
The University of Messina is a partner in Living Cultural Labs: Empowering Communities through Intercultural Encounters in Virtual Worlds (LIL-ECHOES), funded with approximately €3.5 million as a Research and Innovation Action (RIA) under the Horizon Europe 2021–2027 programme, Pillar II, Cluster 2, “Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society”. This is the University of Messina’s first humanities project funded under the Horizon programme’s destination “Cultural Heritage and Cultural and Creative Industries”.
Coordinated by Newcastle University, the project brings together a consortium of 16 partners from eight European countries, including universities, cultural institutions, civil society organisations and organisations specialising in digital technologies.
The University of Messina participates in this scientific and industrial network through a research unit based in the Department of Ancient and Modern Civilisations (DICAM), coordinated by Professor Maria Grazia Sindoni, Full Professor of English Linguistics and Translation. The unit also includes Professor Fabio Ruggiano, Associate Professor of Italian Linguistics, and Professor Milena Meo, Full Professor of Political Sociology in the Department of Cognitive Sciences, Psychology, Education and Cultural Studies (COSPECS). The team brings together multidisciplinary expertise in linguistics, multimodal text analysis and sociology, and plans to expand through the recruitment of a researcher and further collaborations with local experts.
The project aims to investigate how extended reality (XR) and artificial intelligence contribute to the virtualisation of cultural life, transforming human communication, identities, community bonds, wellbeing, social cohesion and processes of cultural heritage renewal.
The Living Cultural Labs, the project's operational core, will be established in Italy, Germany, Greece and the United Kingdom, hosted by museums, libraries and cultural centres. Within the labs, migrants, older people and young adults will contribute to designing and testing immersive experiences, sharing stories, practices and knowledge connected to their cultural and plurilingual backgrounds and experiences of mobility. Observing these intercultural encounters over time will make it possible to analyse how technology use intersects with forms of communication, social relationships, and the strategies through which people construct and negotiate their sense of belonging.
Within LIL-ECHOES, the UNIME unit is responsible for Work Package 4, which will define how the labs operate, with particular attention to plurilingual exchanges, participation, inclusion and the ethical aspects of research. Fondazione Horcynus Orca, a cultural partner in the project, will coordinate the local community’s involvement in implementing the activities.
The project began on 1 September 2026 and will run for four years, until 31 August 2030.
For further information: lil-echoes.eu.
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